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The Journey of a

Thousand Miles begins

with a Single Step

FlAIH 48 Sicence Innovation Centre Director
H2EiEE Dr. Jimmy, Wong Kam-yiu
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Prof. Kao Kuen conducts fibre research in 1966.
Source: K. C. Kao, A Time And A Tide
(Autobiography of Charles K. Kao)

he Nobel Prize Award Ceremony is an

important international Science event that
takes place at the end of each year. These honors
are presented to outstanding people including
many great scientists who have made important
contribution to the advancement of the human
race.

In 1895 Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel set up the
Nobel Prize Foundation and the first Nobel Prizes
were awarded in 1901. There are altogether ten
ethnic Chinese that have been conferred the
award so far, eight of whom are scientists. All of
these outstanding talents have cultivated strong
interests in science since their childhood.

Prof. Charles Kao, the latest Nobel Prize winner
in Physics, is one of them. He began to conduct
research and experiments when he was still a
child. Some of these experiments were rather
dangerous. Despite the arduous challenges
and difficulties, Prof. Kao continues his scientific
research with a determined heart and achieves
success in this field.

As the ancient Chinese saying goes ‘the journey
of a thousand miles begins with a single step’,
it is of great significance for our future scientists
to start nurturing their interests in science at an
early stage.

Encouragingly, our young people in Hong Kong
have been proactively participating in a wide
range of scientific activities, trying to lay a solid
foundation for future growth.
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Chu Hoi-ming, demonstrating his new invention to Mrs. Rita Lau, the Secretary
for Commerce and Economic Development.
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Chu Hoi-ming, a student from Carmel Pak U
Secondary School in Tai Po, amongst the top
high school students in China became the overall
champion of the 2009 National Little Scientist of
Tomorrow Reward Scheme. The winning project
was about the production of alcohol for electricity
generation through glucose extracted from
domestic trash. The competition is regarded as
‘the Nobel Prize for Chinese Young Scientists’,
which aims at searching and nurturing young
talents who possess the potential in science
and technology.

We are also pleased to see that many the gifted
students who attended our “Future Inventor
Workshop” programme in the past few years
when they were in primary school are now still
engaged in other activities provided by our
centre. Some of whom are now in secondary
schools and have joined our “Mentorship
Scheme for the Scientifically Gifted”. These
young scientists, under the mentorship of
professors, have produced abundant research
achievements, such as the cancer research and
artificial intelligence engineering.

Since its establishment in 2006, the Hong Kong
New Generation Cultural Association Science
Innovation Centre in Sai Kung has nurtured a
group of science talents. These scientists have
won various prizes in different competitions
home and abroad.

| deeply believe that as long as we provide
students with sufficient opportunities to develop
their talents and potential on innovation and
scientific research, the Nobel Prize winner in
2049 may come from our Centre in Sai Kung -
the “back garden of innovation”!




