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The birth of a “star’

| can still remember the morning of 2nd November 2005, at that time | was
still a secondary school teacher. The school janitor came into the staff room with a
pile of that morning newspapers, distributing them to the teachers. | was so
jubilant and dumb-struck when | saw the news headline which read “There is a
star in the sky, named Chan Yik-hei" | This is an honour for Hong Kong and also
the result of many years of hard work by New Generation. A week later on 9th
November, | set foot for the first on the Sai Kung Field Studies Centre, the former
address of HKNGCA Science Innovation Centre. At that time this was a disused
and derelict building, but to me | had a vision to turn this into a ‘cradle’ in
nurturing our future Hong Kong young scientists! It is these two events that
brought me to make the decision to resign from my teaching post which | had held
for over 10 years, and to take up the reign at the Science Innovation Centre to
search for more “stars” for Hong Kong.

2007 is an important year for our Centre, after its launch in September 20086,
we received very positive and tremendous responds from students, teachers and
parents. Most of our activities are on the right track, especially pleased to mention
is that our students have performed with flying colours in all the science
competitions organized and led by our Centre. In our annual “Hong Kong Youth
Science and Technology Invention Competition” which is in its Sth year, both the
quantity and quality of the projects reached record high with many top winners
from this event represented Hong Kong in this summer “22nd China Adolescent
Science and Technology Contest” in Yunnan. Many top prizes were also captured
by our Hong Kong students in this national contest.

The highlight of this year came in May, when | had the honour to be the
Hong Kong Fair Director of the “58th Intel International Science & Engineering
Fair" in New Mexico USA, where | led 5 outstanding young scientists from Hong
Kong to compete in the world's largest pre-college science competition. Among
them was Tom Chan Ka-kin, with his revolutionary invention “Miracle Bioplastics
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from Cellulose Waste” , he was awarded both the First Place Grand Award and
the much coveted Best of Category Award. This is the highest honour ever
achieved by a Hong Kong student in this often been regarded as the "Olympic
Games” for young scientists! To put the icing on the cake, Tom like Yik-hei
became the second student in Hong Kong to have a minor planet named after
him. In November 2007 the International Astronomical Union re-named the planet

“23165" as “kakinchan" in recognition to his achievement and contribution to
science. To witness the birth of this “star” is a great honour for me and is a
tremendous boost in my “star-chasing” dream.

Tom, Yik-hei and all the students who have excelled in various international
science competitions, have proven that Hong Kong students are among the best
in the world in terms of scientific achievements. Recently when our Chief
Executive Mr. Donald Tsang reported to our Prime Minister Mr. Wen Jaibao on his
work, Premier Wen suggested 4 directions in with Mr. Tsang can consider which
will strengthen Hong Kong competitiveness, one of which “technological
innovation” . If Hong Kong wants to enhance its competitiveness and to have
sustainable long-term economic growth, it has to put extra effort in innovation,
technology and design.

Murturing innovative and creative people is no simple task, one cannot just
run “crash courses” in a tutorial school to produce such bright people. Our
government, schools, families and societies as a whole must work hand-in-hand
together to achieve this goal. Our Science Innovation Centre is just such the link
in joining these parties together. Many children when they first set foot to our
Centre, they would often come up to me almost breathless and ask the question,

“why is the centre built here on top of this steep and winding Hong Kin Road in
Sai Kung, which is so difficult to reach!” | would then give them this reply, “the
road to be a successful scientist is never flat and easy to walk!”




